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The Irreducible Minimum
God’s Law of Love 1LE

SS
O

N

Key VerseKey Verse
If anyone has material possessions and sees 

his brother in need but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God be in him?

  1 John 3:17

Study

Discovery Questions

 According to this verse, what kinds of need should prompt us to have 
compassion, or pity? 

 Does the love of God in us also prompt us to have compassion for 
other kinds of needs? What are they?

 Think of a time when you did not have compassion for someone in 
need. What thoughts, feelings, or distractions were stronger than the 
love of God in you at that moment? 

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1:  The Law of Love                  

• James 2:8  •  Galatians 6:2  •  John 15:12,17
• Matthew 22:36-40  •  Luke 6:31

 What is the term Scripture uses for the law of love in James 2:8?

 What name could we give the law of love in Galatians 6:2 and 
John 15:12,17?

 What did Jesus call the law of love in Matthew 22:38?

 What is the term often used for Luke 6:31?
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Set 2:  The Greatest Commandment 

• Matthew 22:36-40 • Mark 12:28-31,33 • Luke 10:27

• Matthew 7:12 • Romans 13:9-10 • Galatians 5:14

 What are the similarities and differences in these six passages?

 What did Jesus say is the greatest of the two commandments?

 When “the Law and the Prophets” are summarized by only one of 
the Great Commandments, which is it? 

Set 3:  The Most Basic Summary of God’s Commands

• James 1:27 • 1 John 4:20-21 

 How do these passages illustrate why the commandment  to love 
our neighbor summarizes “the Law and the Prophets”?

 Can we love God without loving our neighbor? Therefore, what is 
the most basic summary of all of God’s commands? 

 Irreducible minimum is a term that describes the most basic 
summary of a matter. What is the irreducible minimum of God’s 
commands?

• Matthew 5:43-45 •  Colossians 3:12-14 • 1 John 4:16

 What did Jesus expect of His followers? 

 What virtue is most needed for service? Is this characteristic a feeling? 
Is it an obligation? Is it a decision? 

 What makes the difference between blind obedience to law—and 
service that springs from a loving heart? 

Love 

Love, love, love, love.

The Gospel in one word is “love.”

Love your neighbor as yourself,

For God is love.
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Application Plan
Plan a small act of service you will do, before the next session, 
to demonstrate God's love for the physical or social needs of a 
neighbor. Write what you will do, when you will do it, where it will 
be done, and who will be involved. 

Application Report Date________________
Identify the need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

Application Journal
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Luke 2:52—
Jesus’ Model for Growth and ServiceLE

SS
O
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Key VerseKey Verse
And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, 

and in favor with God and men.
   Luke 2:52

Study

Discovery Questions

 The Key Verse gives a very brief summary of Jesus’ growth from age 
twelve until age thirty. In what four ways did He grow? What common 
terms describe these four areas of human need?

 Since Jesus developed completely and perfectly, how can His growth 
serve as a model for our own?

 God was concerned about Jesus’ growth in these four areas. Do you 
think He is concerned that all people need to grow in these ways?  

Supporting Verses and Discovery Questions

Set 1: Our Model for Development

•  Luke 4:31-32 • Matthew 13:54

 How did people respond to Jesus’ wisdom?

• Luke 2:22-24,52 • Matthew 13:55 

 How would you describe Jesus’ physical environment? 
(Two pigeons were used if a family could not afford the usual offering.)

 How did God provide for Jesus’ physical development?
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• Luke 6:12-13 • Philippians 2:5-8 • Hebrews 4:15

 What do you observe about Jesus’ spiritual life?

• Luke 2:51 • John 19:26-27 • John 15:12-15

 How did Jesus relate socially, with His family and disciples?

• 1 Corinthians 11:1 • Colossians 1:28-29

 Who was the apostle Paul’s model? As he discipled people, what 
was his goal for their development? 

 What would happen if people would see Jesus as their model? 

Set 2: The Purpose of Development

• Luke 4:16-21 • Matthew 20:25-28

 In Luke 2, we learned how Jesus grew. In Luke 4, Jesus’ ministry is 
announced and described. How did Jesus’ growth prepare Him for 
this kind of ministry? 

 What was God’s purpose for Jesus’ life and ministry, according to 
Matthew? 

 It has been said that ideal human development is “moving toward 
God’s intentions in all areas of life.” How can our spiritual, physical, 
social, and wisdom growth help us move toward God’s intentions? 

 As we develop in these four ways, are we better able to help others move 
toward God’s intentions for their lives? 

 In summary, what is the goal for our growth and service?
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Areas of Personal Growth

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small step you will take in your own life, before the next 
session, to move toward God’s intentions in one of these four areas. 
Be specifi c about when and where it will happen. 

Application Report

Date________________ Area of Personal Growth___________
Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience and how 
it could help you develop as a servant.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)

Application Journal
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Areas of Personal Growth

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan another small step you will take in your own life, before the 
next session, to move toward God’s intentions in another one of 
these four areas. Be specifi c about when and where it will happen. 

Application Report

Date________________ Area of Personal Growth___________
Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience and how 
it could help you develop as a servant.
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The Wheel of Wisdom3LE
SS

O
N

Key VerseKey Verse
The fear of the Lord is the beginning of 

wisdom; all who follow his precepts have good 
understanding. To him belongs eternal praise.

Psalm 111:10

Study

Discovery Questions

 Who is the source of wisdom?

 People who follow God’s precepts (commands) have “good 
understanding.” What do you think they understand? 

 “Fear,” in this verse, has the meaning of reverence. When we revere 
God, we respect Him as the source of wisdom. In which areas of life 
should we follow His wisdom? How could His wisdom infl uence our 
actions, relationships, and decisions? 

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: Wisdom

• Proverbs 4:5-7     • Proverbs 2:1-6,9-10   

 How should we seek wisdom? 

 What is the value of wisdom? 

• Psalm 119:97-100 • Deuteronomy 28:2-6

 Why is it important to acquire wisdom?

 What areas of life are affected if we follow God’s instructions? 

• James 3:13,17 • Colossians 1:9-10 

 What are observable characteristics of wisdom in our lives?

 How can we help others grow in wisdom? 
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Set 2: The Three Relationships 

• Genesis 1:26a • Genesis 2:8 • Genesis 2:18

 What are the three key relationships God gave us when He created 
mankind? 

 What are common terns for these relationships? Which do you see in 
each passage? 

 How would you defi ne them? For example: Social relationships are 
our relationships with _________.)

 What are some examples of spiritual, physical, and social  
relationships? 

Set 3: Wisdom and the Three Relationships

• Deuteronomy 30:15-16

 In how many ways are we to follow God’s wisdom? Why?

 What happens to us and those around us when we obey God? 

• Philippians 4:6 • Hebrews 10:23-25

 How can we apply wisdom to our spiritual relationships, according 
to these verses? 

 What other wisdom for spiritual relationships has God given us?

• James 5:14 • Galatians 5:16 

 How can we apply wisdom to our relationships with the physical 
world, according to these verses? 

 What other wisdom for physical relationships has God given us?

• 1 Peter 3:8-9 • 1 Thessalonians 4:11-12

 How can we apply wisdom to these social relationships? 

 What other wisdom for social relationships has God given us?
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Physical
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Social Spiritu
al
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FAMILY

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve your 
family in the wisdom area. Write what you will do, when you will do 
it, where it will be done, and who will be involved.  (“Family” may 
include family members, roommates, or others you consider “family.”)

Application Report
Date________________ Family/Wisdom

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)

Application Journal
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FAMILY

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve your 
family in the physical area. Write what you will do, when you will do 
it, where it will be done, and who will be involved.  (“Family” may 
include family members, roommates, or others you consider “family.”)

Application Report

Date________________ Family/Physical

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.
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The Discipline of Love4LESSO
N

Key VerseKey Verse
So God created man in his own image, in 

the image of God he created him; male and 
female he created them.

   Genesis 1:27

Study

Discovery Questions

 What does it mean to be created in God’s image? 

 We saw fi ve attributes God gave human beings. What are some other 
characteristics that the Father gave to us, His children? 

 How do you think that the refl ection of God’s image in humans 
makes us different from other parts of His creation?

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: Conformed to His Image

•  Romans 8:29 

 Does God want His children to be like Christ? 

• Ephesians 4:22-24 • Philippians 2:12b •  John 15:4-5

 What is our role in being conformed to Christ’s image? 

• Philippians 2:13 • Ephesians 3:20 

 What is God’s  role in our being conformed to Christ’s image? 
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• Matthew 20:25-28  • Philippians 2:5-8 • Romans 15:8

 What attribute was keenly refl ected in Christ? What aspect of His 
image does God want us to refl ect, as well? 

 Was Christ’s servanthood voluntary or involuntary? 

 Without the attribute of voluntary and sacrifi cial service, can we 
fulfi ll the role God has given us? Why or why not?

Set 2: Christlike Servants

• 1 John 3:18

 Name Christians from history or the present who refl ect Christlike 
servanthood. Why do you think of them as servants? What did they 
do? Does this verse describe them?

 How do you describe the relationship between love and service  as 
you consider this verse and these servants? How would you describe 
loving service that is appreciated and useful?

Set 3: Training in Godliness

• 1 Timothy 4:7b-8 • 2 Peter 1:5-8 • 2 Timothy 4:2

 What words are often associated with physical training? 

 What can be achieved through discipline? Give some examples from 
your own life and from the above verses.

 Is discipline necessary for growth in godliness? 

 What are some of the spiritual disciplines that help people become 
more like Christ? How could a spiritual discipline train people to be 
like Christ in voluntary and sacrifi cial service?

 What could it mean to us to “be prepared in season and out of 
season” for service? 
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STEPS

1. Pray—Ask God to show you the need

2. Identify the need

3.  Meet the need *

4. Record your service on your Discipline of Love form

5.  Journal—Answer three questions
* If you cannot fi nd a way to serve a specifi c context/area in the assigned time, 

move on to the next. Try the missed context/area again later. 

GUIDELINES

1. Short/Realistic: Do small service activities (1/2 hour - 2 hours)

2. Specifi c: Do a service activity you can plan and measure

3. Sacrifi cial/New: Do more than you normally do

4. Humble: Point to God’s love, not yourself

DEFINITIONS of the AREAS OF NEED

1. Wisdom: Needs related to learning and doing God’s will in all things

2. Physical: Needs related to the physical world

3. Spiritual: Needs related to the spiritual world

4. Social: Needs related to relationships among people     

DEFINITIONS of the CONTEXTS FOR SERVICE 

1. Family: People in our families; people who live with us

2. Church: People in our local church; anyone in the Body of Christ

3. Community Around Me: People we encounter where we spend most of 
our time—at our work, school, daily activities, neighborhood 

4. World Beyond Me: People we encounter outside our usual contexts—a 
different religion, social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical 
area—or a need within the culture or nation

The Discipline of Love
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 Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Family
1. 
Discuss one 
Proverb and 
how to apply it 
during family 
dinner each 
day this week

2. 
Wash dishes 
after evening 
meal three 
times this 
week

3. 
Ask a 
different 
child to 
lead family 
prayer each 
day this 
week

4. :
Go with my 
spouse on a 
date without 
the children

Church
5. 
Focus my 
devotions 
this week on 
applying the 
sermon

6. 
Volunteer 
to help in 
the church 
office on 
the weekend

7. 
Take 15 min. 
each day 
this week 
to pray for 
our pastor 
and elders

8. 
Take a child 
from church 
on an outing 
(a child from 
a single-
parent home) 

Community 
Around Me

9. 
Discuss the 
Golden Rule 
in class to 
help us resolve 
issues of 
disrespect

10. 
Pick up 
trash on the 
streets each 
day this 
week as I 
walk to work

11. 
Pray with a 
co-worker 
about her 
problems 
with her 
sons

12. 
Play football 
with 
neighbor-
hood kids

World 
Beyond Me

13. 
Visit local 
leaders to 
learn about 
community 
needs and ask  
how I can help

14. 
Take food to 
a homeless 
person I 
often see—
in Jesus’ 
name

15. 
Read the 
news and pray 
daily for 
national and 
international 
events

16. 
Take treats 
and a note 
of thanks 
to the fire 
station

A r e a s  o f  N e e d

To record your own service, please use the 
easy-to-f ind Discipl ine of Love chart at the 

end of the Study Guide.

The Discipline of Love
C

o
n
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e

x
t
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r
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r
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c
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Sample Plan
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COMMUNITY

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small act you will do, before the next session, to serve your 
community in the social area. Write what you will do, when you 
will do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. 

Application Report
Date________________ Community/Social

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

June 6

I bought a plant for our new receptionist and wrote 

“Glad you’re here!” I said I knew the first days on 

a job are stressful and wished her God’s blessing.

I might have thought to encourage a new receptionist, 

but this helped me do it and wish her God’s blessing. 

She seemed glad. (I forgot to pray for the activity.)

My office building has a new receptionist. During my 

lunch hour today, I will buy her a plant to welcome 

her and give it to her this afternoon.

Sample
Application Journal
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Application Journal

FAMILY 

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve 
your family in the spiritual area. Write what you will do, when you 
will do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Family“ 
includes family members, roommates, or others you consider “family.”)

Application Report

Date________________ Family/Spiritual
Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)
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FAMILY 

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve 
your family in the social area. Write what you will do, when you 
will do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Family” 
includes family members, roommates, or others you consider “family.”)

Application Report
Date________________ Family/Social

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

List your completed service in your Discipline of Love chart.
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Contexts for Service 5LESSO
N

Study

Key VerseKey Verse

Discovery Questions

 What does Jesus call His followers? What could that mean?

 How could we light the world?  

 When our light shines, what do people see and do? 

 Why did Jesus say that people would see our deeds, but praise our 
Father? What else could our light be displaying?

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1:  Circles of Service (See Figure 1.)

•  Psalm 100:2

 Whom do we serve? With what characteristic?

• 1 Timothy 5:8 •  Galatians 6:10   

 Which two groups of people do we serve? 

•   James 2:8 •  Luke 10:36-37

 Whom do we serve? To what extent?

  According to Luke 10, who is our neighbor? 

You are the light of the world. . . . 
Let your light shine before men, 

that they may see your good deeds 
and praise your Father in heaven.

 Matthew 5:14a,16



20 Study Guide

Set 2:  Who Is My Neighbor?

 1 Corinthians 10:31

 How could everyday activities and tasks—like washing dishes, 
making home repairs, talking with children who live next door, or 
buying food at the market—be done for the glory of God? 

 Think about your usual activities. Other than your family, church, 
school, or work associates, whom do you see frequently? Who lives 
near you? Who works where you shop? Who takes their children to 
your school, delivers your mail, plays on the same team, or belongs 
to the same organization?

 How would you list these neighbors in the Circles of Service? Where 
does this kind of neighbor fi t in the Discipline of Love? 

 Ephesians 6:5-9 

 Paul was addressing many Christians who were slaves at the time—
but the principles he wrote apply well to all workers. How should 
we serve in our occupations? How should students serve in school? 
How should employers treat employees? 

 How would you list this kind of neighbor in Circles of Service? 
Where does this neighbor fi t in the Discipline of Love? 

•  Luke 6:27-31  •  Matthew 25:35-36 

 How are we to treat our enemies? Are they among the neighbors we 
are commanded to love?

 Who else are we to serve, according to these passages? 

 How would you list these neighbors in Circles of Service? Where do 
they fi t in the Discipline of Love? 

 How could you serve strangers, outcasts, enemies, and the poor 
and needy? Who are these people? Where do you fi nd them? 
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Set 3:  A Lifestyle

 John 13:5  John 14:26

 How would you summarize the lifestyle of a servant?

 What symbol illustrates this lifestyle? 

 How does God equip ordinary people for His extraordinary service?

  Matthew 28:18-20        Luke 19:11-13  

 Where does Jesus want His followers to go? What are we to do? 
What contexts for service are seen in this command?

 What business does Jesus want His servants to be doing? For how 
long? 

Circles of Service

Figure 1



22 Study Guide

Equipped for Service 
Name:  _____________________   

1. YOUR INTERESTS

List things that interest you, even if you have no experience. Include all 
kinds of activities—cooking, reading, speaking, carpentry, hiking, etc.

2. YOUR ABILITIES 

List your abilities and experiences, whether or not you enjoy them. Include 
all kinds—accounting, housekeeping, learning languages, counseling, 
etc.

Exercise is continued on the next page.
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3. YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

Look at the gifts listed in Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians 12. Circle those 
you believe God has given you. Think of times God used you. Some of 
your gifts will be more obvious and developed than others. 

Romans 12:6-8 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 1 Corinthians 12:28
Prophesying Message of wisdom Apostles

Serving Message of 
knowledge Prophets

Teaching Faith Teachers
Encouraging Gifts of healing Workers of miracles

Contributing to 
others’ needs Miraculous powers Gifts of healing

Leadership Prophecy Able to help others

Showing mercy Distinguishing 
between spirits Gifts of administration

Speaking in different 
tongues

Speaking in different 
kinds of tongues

Interpretation of 
tongues

4. YOUR UNIQUE SERVICE

Each of us is to serve wherever we are—but our interests, abilities, and 
spiritual gifts point to unique service God has designed us to do. For what 
kinds of service are you uniquely gifted? 
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CHURCH

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
church in the wisdom area. Write what you will do, when you will 
do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Church” 
includes your church or anyone else in the Body of Christ.) 

Application Report
Date________________ Church/Wisdom

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. What 
gift, ability, or interest did you use? 

Application Journal is continued on the following page.

Application Journal
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CHURCH

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
church in the physical area. Write what you will do, when you will 
do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Church” 
includes your church or anyone else in the Body of Christ.)

Application Report
Date________________ Church/Physical

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. What 
gift, ability, or interest did you use? 

List your completed service on your Discipline of Love chart. 
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6LE
SS

O
N The Good Creation and 

Broken Relationships

Lead Exercise

Quiz: The Broken World (See quiz on page 29.)

 What does this quiz tell us about the condition of the world? 

 Is this the kind of world where people enjoy life?

 Which questions reveal spiritual brokenness? Physical brokenness? 
Social brokenness? Several kinds of brokenness?

Key VerseKey Verse
God saw all that he had made, 

and it was very good. 
   Genesis 1:31a

Study

Discovery Questions

 How much did God care about His new creation?

 How does the world God created compare to the world today?

 Look quickly at Genesis 1:4-31. How many times did God say His 
creation was “good”? Which parts of creation were “good”? 

 According to verse 31, how did God evaluate all He had made? (Notice 
that He said this after He had created people.) 
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Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: The Good Creation

 As God created people, He placed them in relationship with many 
parts of His creation. We still see examples of these relationships. 
Eight relationships are listed here. Examples are also listed—but 
they are not listed in the right place!  Where do they belong? As a 
group, read each verse. Then, connect the relationship and example. 
Three sample responses are given.

RELATIONSHIPS GOD CREATED FOR PEOPLE

Scriptures  God Gave Men & Women     Examples of
about Creation Relationships with . . .              Relationships

Genesis 1:26a       God Marriage
Genesis 1:27         People Worship
Genesis 1:28         Management Obedience
Genesis 1:28         Nature Occupations
Genesis 2:15         Work Resources
Genesis 2:17         Morality Self-awareness
Genesis 2:18a       Self Men and women
Genesis 2:24         Family Stewardship

Set 2: Broken Relationships

• Genesis 3:1-19

 What happened in these verses? 

 What happened to the relationships God created for people?

• Genesis 6:5-6

 What did God see when He looked at the people He created?

 What was God’s earlier evaluation of His creation? Did this 
evaluation change after Adam and Eve sinned? 

 Notice in the next chart that the column on the left has a new 
name, “Relationships Broken by Sin.” What are some example of 
relationships broken by sin? As a group, fi x the existing list by fi lling 
in the lines. Three sample responses are given.
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Relationships         Examples  Examples
Broken by Sin        of Relationships  of Brokenness

God Worship  False gods

People Men and women   __________

Management Stewardship  Corruption

Nature Resources  Wastefulness

Work Occupations  __________

Morality Obedience  __________

Self Self-awareness  __________

Family Marriage  __________

Set 3: The Restoration of All Things

 • Colossians 1:20

 According to this, why did Jesus shed His blood on the cross? 

 What is God’s plan for all brokenness?

 How does this relate to our practice of demonstrating God’s love in 
many different areas, contexts, and relationships?  

• Genesis 2:15 • Romans 8:19

 Why did the Lord put the man in the Garden? 

 Does God intend us to care for the world around us? 

 What is the relationship between people and creation? 

 As He restores all things, does God want to restore us to our role 
with creation? What is His ultimate plan for this? 
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The Broken World 
Quiz

If you think a statement is accurate, check  True. If you think it is wrong, check 
 False and write a better answer. One example is given. 

  True   False
(6.55 billion)
  True   False
  True   False

  True   False
  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False
  True   False
  True   False

  True   False

  True   False

  True   False
  True   False
  True   False

1. The world’s population is 4.2 billion people (2006). 

2. The Bible is not available in 60% of the world’s languages.
3. Of the world’s 193 national governments, 116 are 

considered corrupt.
4. Worldwide, 46 million people live on less than $1 US/day.
5. Racial and ethnic bias are the top reasons for hate 

crimes in the U.S. 
6. Worldwide, 16,000 children die of hunger-related 

causes each day.
7. In 2005, 10 million people in the world were living 

with HIV/AIDS.  
8. Each year, 1 million of the world’s children are sold 

into the sex trade. 
9. In the U.S., 9% of born-again Christians are considered 

to have a “biblical” worldview.
10. In the 1990s, 6 million children were injured in 

armed confl icts. 
11. Fifteen million children of primary-school age are not 

in school. 
12. There are over 1200 people groups that are categorized 

as “least-reached” by the Gospel. 
13. Worldwide, a suicide is committed every 2 hours.  
14. In 2005, there were 11,111 reported terrorist attacks.
15. In a 12-month period, 1 billion people in the world 

used illicit drugs. 
16. The world faced 40 wars, insurgencies, and armed 

confl icts in 2005. 
17. In the U.S., 25% of all births are to unmarried mothers.
18. U.S. Christians are as likely to become divorced as 

non-Christians.
19. In 2003, natural disasters killed 83,000 people worldwide.
20. Safe water is not available in 29% of the developing 

world.
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Application Journal

CHURCH

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
church in the spiritual area. Write what you will do, when you will 
do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Church” 
includes your church or anyone else in the Body of Christ.) 

Application Report

Date________________ Church/Spiritual
Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)
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CHURCH

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve 
the church in the social area. Write what you will do, when you will 
do it, where it will be done, and who will be involved. (“Church” 
includes your church or anyone else in the Body of Christ.) 

Application Report

Date________________ Church/Social

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. 

List your completed service on your Discipline of Love chart.
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Moving toward a Vision7LE
SS

O
N

Key VerseKey Verse
Then the LORD replied: “Write down the 

revelation and make it plain on tablets so that 
a herald may run with it.”

   Habakkuk 2:2

Study

Discovery Questions

 How do you think God wants us to respond to a revelation from 
Him?

 How could a revelation help us move toward God’s intentions?

  How could you present God’s intentions clearly—so people can see 
His vision and move toward it? 

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: God’s View of Brokenness

• Romans 3:23 

 What is the basic cause of people’s problems? 

 With what does God contrast this brokenness? 

 How can sinful people move toward God’s glory? 

• 2 Chronicles 7:14

 Does God want to heal brokenness? 

 What did God tell Israel to do to heal its brokenness? 
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 What kinds of brokenness would be included in the healing of a 
land? 

 As servants, how should we understand brokenness?

 Can the world’s brokenness be healed if its people never move 
toward God’s vision for wholeness?  

Set 2: God’s Vision for Wholeness

• Jeremiah 29:11-14  • 1 Corinthians 2:9-10   
•  Proverbs 15:22  • 2 Timothy 3:16-17

 What kind of vision does God have for His people?

 Does God want to communicate His plans? 

 How can we discover His vision?

• Proverbs 29:18

 What is the result when people lack God’s vision? 

 What is the result when people keep God’s commands?

Set 3: Our Response

• Isaiah 58:6-8 and 9-12  
(Note: This is the passage from the dramatic reading.)

 What is God’s vision for the people who suffer with severe 
circumstances? What kinds of suffering are named here?  

 What kind of service pleases God? What is His response?

 Can we expect to see restoration and healing through service?
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Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Personal

The Need       
I need God’s view 
of weakness.

God’s Vision  
He works in my 
weakness.

My Response  
Do a Bible study 
on “weakness.”

The Need          
I need more 
exercise.

God’s Vision  
My body is His 
temple.

My Response  
Take a 30-minute 
morning walk.

The Need          
I need time to 
hear God speak.

God’s Vision  
God wants to 
speak to us.

My Response  
Take 30 minutes of 
quiet before God.

The Need          
I have a broken 
relationship.

God’s Vision    
God wants healed 
relationships.

My Response  
Invite ____ for 
coffee and talk.

Family

The Need       
My children need 
to know how to 
apply God’s truth.

God’s Vision  
Parents raise up 
godly children.

My Response  
Discuss how to 
apply 2 proverbs.

The Need        
I need to help 
more with family 
chores.

God’s Vision  
We are all to be 
servants.

My Response  
Wash dishes after 
large family meal.

The Need       
My children need 
to learn spiritual 
leadership.

God’s Vision 
Parents raise up 
godly leaders.

My Response 
Ask oldest child 
to lead devotions.

The Need        
I want to show 
more love in my 
marriage.

God’s Vision 
Husbands are to 
love their wives. 

My Response 
Take my spouse 
on a date.

Church

The Need       
We need more 
than hearing the 
sermon.

God’s Vision 
We are doers of 
the Word.

My Response 
Focus on sermon 
application in my 
small group. 

The Need       
We need to keep 
church property 
in good shape.

God’s Vision 
God is a God of 
order.

My Response 
Fix broken chairs 
in the sanctuary.

The Need       
Church leaders 
need our prayer 
support.

God’s Vision 
People pray for 
spiritual leaders.

My Response  
Pray 20 minutes  
for pastor and 
elders.

The Need       
Single parents 
need support 
from church.

God’s Vision 
We care for widows 
and orphans.

My Response 
Take fatherless 
child on a hike.

Community

The Need       
I need to know 
local issues.

God’s Vision
We respect and 
obey authorities.

My Response 
Visit community 
leader and discuss 
local problems.

The Need       
Our streets are 
fi lled with trash.

God’s Vision 
God created a 
beautiful world.

My Response  
Walk around my 
neighborhood to 
pick up trash.

The Need       
I need to know my 
neighbors better.

God’s Vision 
We love our 
neighbors.

My Response  
Invite my 
neighbor over for 
coffee.

The Need        
Adults show their 
interest in youth.

God’s Vision 
Adults are to be 
godly examples.

My Response 
Play ball with 
neighborhood 
youth.

Sample Vision Chart
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Application Journal

COMMUNITY AROUND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
What is God’s vision for wisdom needs in the community around 
you? Plan a small response you will do before the next session. Write 
what you will do, when and where it will be done, and who will be 
involved. (“Community Around Me“ is where you spend most of your 
time. It includes work, school, regular activities, and close neighbors). 

Application Report
Date________________ Community/Wisdom

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Consider 
whether you had God’s vision in mind as you served.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)
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COMMUNITY AROUND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
What is God’s vision for physical needs in the community around 
you? Plan a small response you will do before the next session. Write 
what you will do, when and where it will be done, and who will be 
involved. (“Community Around Me“ is where you spend most of your 
time. It includes work, school, regular activities, and close neighbors). 

Application Report
Date________________ Community/Physical

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Consider 
whether you had God’s vision in mind as you served. 

List your completed service on your Discipline of Love chart.
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Motivations for Service 8LESSO
N

Study

Key VerseKey Verse

Discovery Questions

  How should servants do their work?

 When servants work, who are they serving? How can this be?

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What is an 
unbiblical motivation for service? 

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: Motivated by Love

• Ephesians 2:8-10    • James 2:14-18

 Who saves us by grace, but also created good works for us to do? 

 How can we show our faith, according to James?

 How are faith and works related?

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, 

since you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the 

Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3:23-24
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• 1 John 4:9-12 • 1 Corinthians 13:1-3   

 Who began the process of love?

 Who equips us to love? Who gives us compassion? 

 What happens if we serve without love? 

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

• Galatians 5:13-14  

 What are servants free to do? 

 What summarizes all of God’s commands? 

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. They obey 
God, but not because they know they are free to do so. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

• John 13:12-15 • Matthew 20:25-28  

 What did Jesus do for His disciples? 

 What did Jesus come to do, according to Matthew? 

 In what ways does Jesus’ value system differ from that of the world 
around us? 

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

Set 2: Motivated to Please God      

• Matthew 25:21  • Matthew 25:34-40  

 What resources has God given us? 

 Who are we serving when we serve “the least of these”?
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 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

• Matthew 5:16 • 2 Corinthians 9:12  

 Who should receive credit for servants’ good works, according to 
Matthew?

 What are the results of servants’ good works, as explained in 2 
Corinthians?

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

• Ephesians 4:11-13 

 What happens when God’s people are equipped for works of service?

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

• Luke 17:7-10   •  Isaiah 58:6-11  

 Should a servant expect praise? Why or why not?

 What blessings come as a result of service? 

 What is the relationship between serving and blessing?

 What biblical motivation for service relates to these verses?

 Some people do the right thing for the wrong reason. What 
unbiblical motivation for service relates to these verses? 

Set 3: Wise Service

• James 1:27 and 2:15 •  James 1:5

 What should we do when we meet a brother or sister who needs 
clothes and food, or when we fi nd widows and orphans in vulnerable 
circumstances? 
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 Could our giving ever hinder people from God’s intentions? When? 
What should we do? What does James 1 advise? 

 What kind of wisdom do we need when people we do not know ask 
us for money, food, or other help? 

 What kind of wisdom do we need when we have the opportunity 
to help the same people many times?

 What kind of wisdom do we need when we have the opportunity 
to help the same people many times?

• Acts 6:1-3 • 1 Timothy 5:3-5,16

 What was happening in the Acts 6 account? What was the need? 
What was the solution? 

 How did the church serve the widows with wisdom? 

 Paul also wrote guidelines to Timothy for helping widows. Are 
there any guidelines you use when people ask you for help?

Take My Life, and Let It Be

Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee;

Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love. (Repeat last line.)

Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee;

Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only for my King. (Repeat last line.)

Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages for Thee;
Take my silver and my gold,

Not a mite would I withhold. (Repeat last line.)

Take my love, my God, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store;

Take myself and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee. (Repeat last line.)
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Application Journal

COMMUNITY AROUND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
community around you in the spiritual area. Write what you will 
do, when, where, and who will be involved. (“Community Around 
Me“ is where you spend most of your time. It includes work, school, 
regular activities, and close neighbors). 

Application Report
Date________________ Community/Spiritual
Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Consider 
your motivation for service.

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)
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COMMUNITY AROUND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve 
the community around you in the social area. Write what you will 
do, when, where, and who will be involved. (“Community Around 
Me” is where you spend most of your time. It includes work, school, 
regular activities, and close neighbors). 

Application Report
Date________________ Community/Social

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Consider 
your motivation for service. 

List your completed service on your Discipline of Love chart.
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The Conduct of a Servant 9LESSO
N

Key VerseKey Verse

Study

And we pray this in order that you may live a 
life worthy of the Lord and may please him in 
every way: bearing fruit in every good work, 

growing in the knowledge of God. 
Colossians 1:10

Discovery Questions

 How does the Key Verse encourage believers to live?

 Think of who God is and all He has done. Can we ever live lives 
that are completely worthy of all this?

 If not, what is this telling us about our lives and conduct?

 According to this verse, what are the results of a worthy life?

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1:  Godly Servants

• Ephesians 1:4 and 4:24 • Ephesians 1:5 and 5:1

 In the fi rst pair of verses, what did God design us to be? How, 
therefore, should we live?

 In the second pair of verses, what is our relationship to God? How, 
therefore, should we live?

 What is the relationship between God’s calling and our lifestyles?

• Titus 3:3-6  • 1 Timothy 4:7-8  • 2 Peter 1:3-7

 Does our conduct save us? What saves us?

 How do we develop godly conduct? 

 What has God given us so we can become godly in conduct? 
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 What godly qualities are we to develop, and how? 

• 1 Timothy 3:14-15       • 1 Timothy 3:1-9  

 Why did Paul, a mature servant, write to Timothy, a young 
servant?  

 What character qualities was Timothy to fi nd in church leaders? 
Are these good characteristics for all servants? 

 Why do church leaders need to live righteous, disciplined lives? Are 
leaders’ lives watched closely? By whom?  

Set 2:  Worthy Servants

• 1 Timothy 4:12      

 In what ways did Paul encourage Timothy to set an example for 
believers?

 How do you imagine Timothy being an example in speech, life, 
love, faith, and purity? 

•  Ephesians 4:15, 29   •  2 Timothy 2:24

 What characteristics of godly speech are listed in Ephesians? 

 What other qualities should the Lord’s servants demonstrate?

• 1 Timothy 2:1-3 • Matthew 6:25-27

 What kind of life does God desire for servants? Is this possible?

 Who should we, as servants, trust with life’s needs? Why? 

• Matthew 22:37-39   •  Hebrews 11:1, 6

 What kind of love must servants have for God and neighbor? 

 What kind of faith must servants have? Describe it.

• 1 Timothy 5:1-2   •  Ephesians 5:3

 How should God’s servants treat other people?

 How should God’s servants conduct their lives?

• Luke 17:7-10

 What attitude should Jesus’ followers have in serving Him? 

 What does this passage tell us about our roles as servants? 
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WORLD BEYOND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
world beyond you in the wisdom area. Write what you will do, when, 
where, and who will be involved. (“World Beyond Me” includes people 
of a different religion, social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical 
area--or God’s concern for a cultural issue.) 

Application Report
Date________________ World/Wisdom

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Were you 
aware of serving in a way that would honor God? 

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)

Application Journal
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WORLD BEYOND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
world beyond you in the physical area. Write what you will do, when, 
where, and who will be involved. (“World Beyond Me” includes people 
of a different religion, social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical 
area--or God’s concern for a cultural issue.) 

Application Report
Date________________ World/Physical

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Were you 
aware of serving in a way that would honor God?  

List your completed service on your Discipline of Love chart. 
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The Attitude of a 
Servant-Leader 10LE

SS
O

N

Key VerseKey Verse
Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 

but in humility consider others better than 
yourselves. Each of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Your attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus: Who being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

Philippians 2:3-7

Study

Discovery Questions

 What attitudes and actions do you see here in Christ? 

 What attitudes and actions should we have?

 What steps did Jesus take to become a servant? What steps should 
we take? 

Supporting Verses & Discovery Questions

Set 1: Servants and Leaders

Servants

 What is a servant? What duties, roles, and characteristics do people 
in our culture normally associate with servants? 

 What does our culture think about servants?

 What does our culture think about servitude?
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Leaders

 What is a leader? What duties, roles, and characteristics do people 
in our culture normally associate with leaders? 

 What does our culture think about leaders?

 What does our culture think about leadership?

Set 2: Servant-Leaders

• Mark 10:42-45  • Luke 22:27 • John 13:12-15

 How did the culture defi ne greatness in Jesus’ day? 

 How did Jesus defi ne greatness? How did He describe Himself? 

 What did Jesus do to model this? Did “great” people do this?

• 1 Kings 12:4-7 • 1 Peter 5:1-3

 Why, according to the elders, was it good for King Rehoboam to 
serve the people? Is this good advice for today? 

 What do good shepherds (leaders) do? With what spirit?

 First, we looked at servants and leaders. Now, we are looking servant-
leaders. Who are servant-leaders? What do they do?

•   Ephesians 4:2-3 •  2 Corinthians 10:17-18

 What consistent attitudes and actions should we have?

 What are reasons for boasting or pride? Who gives us approval?

Exercise:  Servant-Leaders

 Look at your group’s original two lists—your culture’s view of 
servants and leaders. Do any of your cultural descriptions match 
the biblical view of servants and leaders? Circle them. 

 What happens when you compare cultural and biblical views?

 Who are some servant-leaders today? Try to list both well-known 
and “ordinary” people. 

 What characteristics do you see in these servant-leaders? How do they 
serve their families, other believers, their communities, or the world? 
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WORLD BEYOND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
world beyond you in the spiritual area. Write what you will do, when, 
where, and who will be involved. (“World Beyond Me” includes people 
of a different religion, social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical 
area--or God’s concern for a cultural issue.) 

Application Report
Date________________ World/Spiritual

Identify the specifi c need, and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Were you 
a servant-leader? In what ways? 

(Application Journal is continued on the following page.)

Application Journal
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WORLD BEYOND ME

Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Application Plan
Plan a small activity you will do, before the next session, to serve the 
world beyond you in the physical area. Write what you will do, when, 
where, and who will be involved. (“World Beyond Me” includes people 
of a different religion, social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical 
area--or God’s concern for a cultural issue.) 

Application Report
Date________________ World/Social

Identify the specifi c need and describe what you did. 

Refl ect on what God taught you through this experience. Were you 
a servant-leader? In what ways? 

List your completed service in your Discipline of Love chart.
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Equipped to Serve 11

LE
SS

O
N

Study

Key VerseKey Verse
May the God of peace, who through the blood 
of the eternal covenant brought back from the 

dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd 
of the sheep, equip you with everything good 
for doing his will, and may he work in us what is 

pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ, to whom 
be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

  Hebrews  13:20-21

Set 1

#1  The Irreducible Minimum

 What did you do to demonstrate God’s concern for the physical or 
social needs of your neighbor after Lesson 1? 

 What did God teach you as you loved Him by serving others? 

#2  Luke 2:52—Jesus’ Model for Growth and Service

 What step did you take to move towards God’s intentions in one of 
the four areas? 

 What do you think when you hear that Jesus came to serve—and 
that service is our purpose, too?
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#3 Three Relationships and Wisdom

 How did you serve your family in the wisdom area? How did you 

serve your family in the physical area? 

 What was the most diffi cult of these acts of service? Why? 

 Did you plan service that was realistic, specifi c, and new?

#4  The Discipline of Love

 How did you serve your family in the spiritual area?

 How did you serve your family in the social area?

 What did you think when you started to use the Discipline of Love? 

What do you think now? 

 What do you think about the value of small acts of loving service? 

#5 Contexts for Service

 What did you do when you served your church or other believers 

in the wisdom and physical areas?  

 What gifts, interests, and abilities did you use?

 Were you aware that God’s Spirit was equipping you?

Set 2

#6  The Good Creation and Broken Relationships

 How did you serve your church or other believers in the spiritual 

and social areas? 

 Do you think God used a Discipline of Love service to restore 

someone’s relationship with Him, other people, or creation? 
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#7 Moving toward a Vision of Wholeness

 How did you serve the community around you in the wisdom and 

physical areas?

 Did you try to discover God’s vision when you planned your 

Discipline of Love service? 

 How could you have a clearer vision, and how could you make a 

stronger response? 

#8 The Motivation for Service

 How did you serve the community around you in the spiritual and 

social areas?

 What were your primary motivations for these acts of service? 

 What did God teach you through your service?

#9 The Conduct of a Servant

 How did you serve the world beyond you in the wisdom and 

physical areas?

 Has using the Discipline of Love helped you grow in godliness? 

#10  The Attitude of a Servant-Leader

 Where do you carry some authority or have some responsibility? In 

what ways do you consciously serve those people? 

 How did you serve the world beyond you in the spiritual and social 

areas?

 What did you sacrifi ce to do these acts of service?
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Personal Assessment

Refer to your fi lled-in Discipline of Love chart. Write your answers here or 
on a separate page. 

1. What are my strengths for service? What are my weaknesses?

2. What needs do I see most quickly?  In what areas do I need to improve my 
sensitivity to God and people?

3. What else have I learned about myself—my character, selfi shness, pride, 
love, discipline, service, or sacrifi ce? 

4. Which service activity most impacted me? Which most helped the persons 
I served? How did an act of service help someone move toward God’s 
intentions?

5. Which was my favorite Discipline of Love? Why? Which was the most 
frustrating? Why? Which actions did I not complete? Why?

6. Am I closer to the Lord because I have studied and served? What has God 
taught me? How has He changed me? 

7. Do I see a pattern in my service? How has God equipped me? 

8. How do I intend to serve people next week? What will remind me to serve 
when I do not have an assignment? 
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Service is a lifestyle. 
What are your next steps?

Individual Service

• You will not use the Discipline of Love forever—but if it strengthens 
your intimacy with Christ and your service to others, it is worth doing 
again! 

• You have completed one Discipline of Love cycle. You can repeat it, or 
choose another option. 

 − Option 1: Do four exercises per week, in sequence. 

 − Option 2: Do four exercises per week, but not in sequence. Serve in 
the Contexts/Areas as you naturally encounter them. 

 − Option 3: In any sequence, carry out larger-project exercises. Each 
exercise may take up to one day to complete. 

Corporate Service (Church or Small Group Service)

• Here are several suggestions for encouraging, equipping, and 
mobilizing your congregation or small group for service.

− Option 1: Use the Discipline of Love and this book, Equipping 
God’s People for Service. (This is Book I of Harvest’s Local Church 
Ministry Training.) 

− Option 2: Use the next book in this series, Mobilizing God’s People 
for Service. (This is Book II of Harvest’s Local Church Ministry 
Training.) It focuses on a proven tool for service, Seed Projects. 

Learn More!

− Read If Jesus Were Mayor (www.harvestfoundation.org). See Part 
Three to weave service throughout a church’s ministry. See Part Four 
for more on the Discipline of Love and Seed Projects. 

− Visit www.harvestfoundation.org. Select Materials to order or 
download more training materials. Select Stories to fi nd more 
examples of individual and corporate service.

Next Steps
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Application Plan
Completing the Discipline of Love:  Plan a small activity you will 
do to complete a Discipline of Love service you have not fi nished. 
Write what you will do, when, where, and who will be involved. 

Selecting the Next Steps: Write what you will do next to move 
forward with service. When? Where? Who will be involved? (See 
“Next Steps” for suggestions.) 

Personal Commitment and Prayer Date________________

After you complete your Personal Assessment, refl ect on what 
you have learned and how God is guiding you. Write a personal 
commitment and prayer that expresses your decision. 

List your completed service in your Discipline of Love chart.

Application Journal
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Memory
Verses

If anyone has material 
possessions and sees his brother 

in need but has no pity on him, 
how can the love of God 

be in him?
1 John 3:17 

And Jesus grew in wisdom and 
stature, and in favor with God 

and men.
Luke 2:52
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So God created man in his own 
image, in the image of God he 

created him; male and female he 
created them. 

Genesis 1:27

The fear of the Lord is the 
beginning of wisdom; all who 

follow his precepts have good 
understanding. To him belongs 

eternal praise.
Psalm 111:10

“You are the light of the world.  
. . . Let your light shine before 

men, that they may see your 
good deeds and praise your 

Father in heaven.” 
Matthew 5:15a,16
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God saw all that he had made, 
and it was very good.

Genesis 1:31a

The the Lord replied: “Write 
down the revelation and make it 
plain on tables so that a herald 

may run with it.”
Habakkuk 2:2

Whatever you do, work at it with all your 
hearts, as working for the Lord, not for 

men, since you know that you will receive 
an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. 

It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 
Colossians 3:23-24
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And we pray this in order that 
you may live a life worthy of 

the Lord and may please him 
in every way: bearing fruit in 

every good work, growing in the 
knowledge of God.

Colossians 1:10

May the God of peace, who through the 
blood of the eternal covenant brought back 

from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great 
Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with 

everything good for doing his will, and may 
he work in us what is pleasing to him, through 

Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
for ever and ever. Amen.

  Hebrews  13:20-21

Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, 
but in humility consider others better than 

yourselves. Each of you should look not only to 
your own interests, but also to the interests of 

others. Your attitude should be the same as that 
of Christ Jesus: Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be 
grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very 
nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.

  Philippians 2:3-7
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 Wisdom Physical Spiritual Social

Family
1. 2. 3. 4. 

Church
5. 6. 7. 8. 

Community 
Around Me

9.  10. 11. - 12. 

World 
Beyond Me

13. 14. 15. 16. 

Family: Your family, people who live with you, or people you consider “family” 
Church: Your church or anyone else in the Body of Christ

Community Around Me: Where you spend most of your time (work, school, daily 
activities, neighborhood), but not your family, church, and other believers

World Beyond Me—Outside your usual context (people of a different religion, 
social class, value system, ethnicity, or geographical area) or an overall issue in your 
culture or nation
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"His master replied,
'Well done, good and faithful 

servant! . . . Come and share your 
master's happiness!'"

  Matthew 25:21


