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a young pastor named Jose Octavio. es
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Jose was also drawn to a pastor who was encouraging
him to start a mission in the barracks.
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Hey, man, you’re crazy!! Why didn’t you sign??
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I’'m still thinking.
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Jose went to the barrio and walked the streets. His
heart saddened to see the needs and the lost souls that
had no one to care for them. It was truly a broken
wortld.
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Even within the barrio, hostilities ran high.
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Get him! His brother gave me a black eyel!
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Those at the bottom of the hill hated those who lived
at the top and would abuse them when they came to
get water at the river.
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Those at the top would retaliate when those at the
bottom climbed the hill to go to town.
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My baby!! Oh, God...Why?
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Death proved to be a constant companion.

| ~ N IS
ANNAET N AU NN AULA NS

Chronic unemployment causes many to turn to
crime...prostitution, drugs, and robbery.
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Garbage and human filth collect in the alleys.
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Children run loose with no schools.
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There was no water, no electricity, no streets. Rain
turned the muddy paths into slime and sludge.
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...and always the grinding hunger.
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Jose Octavio hung up his glove. He dreamed of the
day when a church would be established among the
people of “the barracks”. He knew that only Jesus
Christ could bring true freedom to their lives. Towards
that end, he bought a small piece of land at the edge of
the slum. Members of his home church helped dig the
footings.
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What are these people building?
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Come on you guys, don’t slack off. The people are
watching us.

W wanune eeindndnin AunannIAINassaguy

Do it with love!
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Heave ho!
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During the day the Christians labored putting up the
church building, José’s home church donated most of
the materials to establish the mission. At night they
held open air evangelistic meetings and invited
neighbors to attend.
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God has a wonderful plan for your lives.
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Looks great. TupANNIatAY
The big day came when at last the building stood Tunga SudrAnfinns Weerasgnainsauaiaauysnl

completed.




Jose Octavio was happy. It seemed that he had realized
his dream of seeing the church established.
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He went home that night convinced that the worst
stood behind them.
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He returned the next day only to discover that the
community had stolen the roof off the church during
the night.
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Poor fools. They worked so hard...
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Oh, God, no! I can’t believe it.
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Aw, what the heck. They’ve got the money.
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What are we going to do, Jose?
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I say we sell the place and get out. These people have
obviously rejected us.
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Go ahead and leave you #@*#! hallelujahs. We don’t
need your stupid religion. If your God really loved us,
why would He allow us to suffer such poverty? Take
your rich people’s religion somewhere else.
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Jose Octavio walked home lost in thought. It seemed
so hopeless.
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Shortly thereafter, Jose met a brother named Eddy
Chang who worked with a ministry known as Harvest.
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Hey, Jose. How’s it going, man?
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Not too well, bro. We’re really having a hard time in
the “Barracks” community. The people just don’t
respond to the Word.

L= o o o o o A B A
VLNF]@E@V]?@T]LW@H Lﬁ‘qﬂq@\?m’ﬂﬂuﬁ@ﬁﬂuﬂﬂ ‘V]“T;N‘ﬂu IfN LT

gy auntulinouaussiunsyaauziag

Sometimes I feel like my words ring so empty. It’s
hard for people to believe the words “God loves you”.
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Are they right?
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What!?!
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Sure. Even Christ himself modeled love while He
spoke of it. If the church won’t demonstrate it, why
should they believe it?
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The world sees Christ through His Body...the Church.
We must follow Christ’s example. God is concerned
with all of man’s needs... not just with the spiritual.
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That doesn’t sound biblical.
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But it is.
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Listen, Jose. I'm teaching a special class on this subject
for pastors and lay leaders. If you’d like to join, we’d
love to have you.
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T’ll be there.

unazllFeusias

The church began to grow. Jose worked to train up
leaders. He met with a group of pastors every week
over the next five months, examining the scriptures.

AsaRANsEALT Tarinnewinetngrinaunn wdn Gty

nguArenAuannefiadidunafinnen wonanAnswsy
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What is true wisdom? azlsheaRtlyayiiuians
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“The entire law is summed up in a single command:
Love your neighbor as yourself?”
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To me, it means that if we say we really love
God, it means that our love for Him will cause us to
serve our neighbor.
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It means that it is not enough to just praise the Lord
with our lips. We must worship Him with our actions.
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It means that faith, if it does not include action, is
dead, just as James said.
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Oh, God, forgive us! Our church has served God with
our lips only. Teach us to be obedient with our lives as
well.
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This is just what my church needs to hear.
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Now that we know God’s will for the church is that
the Kingdom be established in all areas of our lives, we
must put it into practice... starting with ourselves. We
call these activities “Seed Projects”, because like the
mustard seed, great things will grow from humble
beginnings.
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But our church is so poor. We have no resources.
How could we possibly help in the face of such needs?
Our people barely feed themselves.
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How many fish did Christ need to feed the crowd of
five thousand?
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Just two.

LARBIF

That’s one of the rules of the Kingdom. When we
work in faith, in God’s will, He will multiply our
resources. You'll see
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Jose Octavio brought along the leaders of the church
in “the Barracks” to study the Scriptures together with
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Forgive me, Luis. gaa anTnelinuuy
I do, and please forgive me. Let’s stop this fighting. unen Tl uagnganeninefinufoaduiu wdnsedii
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means “Little Christs”. We must let Christ live out His
life through us.
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...using the resources He’s given us. Someday we’ll
have to stand before the throne of God and give
account of how we used the time and resources He
entrusted to us.
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The church held special meetings to discuss the new
strategy. They began to identify needs in the
community and discuss options. It became apparent
that the church members really didn’t know the people
in the community that well.
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Hello, Mrs. Yuderque. How are you this afternoon?
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Fine, fine. Come in and have some coffee.

ALUNERAT WHNaudRy NNANNLdnMas




Go bring chairs for them.
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The church met together later.
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What kind of needs are we discovering in the
community?
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Too many!!!
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What can our group do about any of them?
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with many children. s v
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your mama is sick and we want to visit her. . 2 Do
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We’re some Christian brothers who heard that you
were ill. We wanted to help if we could.
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Would you mind if we prayed for your healing?
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Ohhh...my God...please do...
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They said a short prayer and then asked if it would be
okay to prepare a meal for the family.
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Well, maybe something for the children... but I have
no money to pay you.
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The church members sprang into action.
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More hot water!
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Woash those ears.
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They bathed the children...
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Repaired a leak in the roof...
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...and cooked a simple but nutritious meal.
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You need to eat, Mrs. Garcia.
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How can I ever repay you for your help?
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Give thanks to God... We are just His servants. God
loves you, Mrs. Garcia. He’s concerned for you and
your family.
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Those Christians are crazy! Why would anyone want to
waste their time helping someone who isn’t in their
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around here.
Over time the church earned a reputation as the place | fananiwll Mandnsffdedeslugusiiduaniuii “au
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job and we have no food to eat. Y i - e
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help you find food. ATBLATITBNED UATAINAEENINIEaNIeIMNg lAaenelating
16 | One week during an especially bad rain, several people | f&iansintialugoanlumaunatinamin natsauaudululaan
slipped on the mud on their way down the slope and 4 - e -
. YULNNINNALAINWNAIALAL LT ALE L
were injured.
Some members of the community banded together ANNTNNIULNAUTINFITUNETIAZ NI MN81AN3Taa AN 1E
and approached Pastor Octavio.
Pastor, we need your help. ANA13EIASY 13NHANNITAINTEINADANNAIANTE]
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through the barrio. We’d like you to organize our
community to build sidewalks.
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Hmmm. That would do it.
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But why do you ask us?
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The people in the community respect you.
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If we tried to organize it the people wouldn’t pitch in
because they’d think we were just trying to run off
with their money.
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(They’re probably right!)
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But we trust you.
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Let me talk to the church.
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Jose Octavio called a meeting of the church.
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The community could raise some money...or at least
do the work. We could ask the government for help.
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So, that’s the need. Any ideas?
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That kind of project would cost a fortune! We’d need
outside funding.
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...or a private foundation
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It’s definitely a need. I’'ve almost broken my neck
several times.
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I say we go for it.
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We must pray and ask for God’s direction.
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Over the next few weeks the church planned the
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18 | project.
Josel Here’s the cost projections. 89 Sd2asatlszdiu
Here, I've got the signatures of all the people on the s wlEanaduanauisuanadenzdunn wanandiudaen
east side. They’ve all agreed to provide labor. ,
QAR
Church members visited families, formed a committee, | aun@nezandnslii@andaunsauniaciie wasAsanznssunis
and helped work out the project proposal...skills they > L - bom o4 5
: e o AUNT NINDNTIETURALELNY UAzTUADTINH LN I
learned months eatlier doing “Seed Projects”. . 5
Beufilanasnaunouniing lunisin “lassnisudnig”
It looks like the government isn’t interested. AT aUINTsuNaas luau A La LU
Q 49
Did you talk with World Vision? asllmatuaniasvisas
18 World what? An. avlsue
The church was constantly in prayer for the project, mranansasgutalasansteglnanaen yaveiinssiinay
asking God’s help and direction and blessing at each , » . L
step sznupngdItae N3N uazNIIaENs luLAAzENafing
Lotd, give us wisdom. aaAnszEdudn senselszniuasiloynuinanian
Help us find an organization that could help provide | qansedasisnaznuasdnsfiazaunsnaiuayuRuyuliite
funds. ¥
1
Lord, we stand against all forms of intercommunity aednsziifludn widsEuiunszuaniswaaduyngtuunann
rivalry that could destroy this project. R . o
Tuguauuiauneaniansiasenisils
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It’s a gol PRI

Everyone pitched in...

NN ALTREUY

mixing cement,
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running wheel barrows., building the forms.
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This is wonderful!

Uiugezenline

What a great day!
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There was work for everyone.

Haudmiunne A

While the construction cranked on, some of the
women prepared meals. Others cleared off the paths
where the sidewalks were to go.
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When fighting broke out, the members stepped in to
mediate.
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Easy boys. Why don’t we get back to work? We can
talk about this problem at lunch.
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Soon, the community completed the project...and felt | T3/l guaufiniaudiGa uazwanand@anniagilalucnuses
proud of their work.
AN
You’ve done a good work! But don’t forget to thank | wanpuinawlfsanBiaunin usetndusaunmnszidnfaaug
God who loves this community and made this project . . . R T R o
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possible. He wants to begin a work in each of your R .
lives that will save you from the muck of sin that is WezadALlInuIaz Braulugnn AL NazdenanAMeen
ulling you down. '
putiing y anundanidsniireagananamas
He’s right. INAYNUY
1 didn’t think it would be pOSSiblC to finish. AawLeN Nu 1y L%@Eﬁqgﬁ%qdqﬁqugﬁqﬁqiﬁ
This is the first time we have ever done anything that dLﬂum% 9N L@EI?;L?’W]O’N'TL&ﬁ/NVLEﬁé’]L%@
worked.
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Why stop here? The Lord wants to bless you in many | yavinlusaswgaitesuafias asinszfiludndmsounay
ways...if you are willing to submit to His authority! Our Y o Yo
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God can turn this wasteland... 5 " 3
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21 | The church found new freedom to work in the Aanansliiudn iy Pazineuluguauuvielu

community.

Brothers, come and have some coffee.
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That’s unusual. This family has never opened their
door to us before.
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Our church is growing. We need to put in new chairs
so that everyone can fit.
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Brother Octavio... for the first time I am learning of a
God who loves me and cares about the things that are
real to me... not a God who wants to send me to hell.
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He does love you, Marcela, and He wants you to love
Him too, through obedience to His Word. You will
find freedom when you learn to serve him by serving
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your neighbor.
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The community began to change noticeably. People
felt a sense of community identity.
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Hey, don’t throw your garbage in the street. We all live
here, too!
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No respect.
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Again, the community approached the pastor.

= M o o a
ﬂﬂm\‘mmwﬂﬂuﬂ;m“ﬁum’]mmﬂwmﬂm@

What can we do to improve the water situation?
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We need your help again, Pastor.
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2 The community is ready to work to put in the water. gurunseNTiasiieai s uLdetiudanzasy
Praise God! This is an answer to prayer. ATTATYNITLEN UABAIMRUADAIB BT INIBININI
It’s going to be expensive. Tz aneaau
Yes... but we all have seen the Lord work. He will 14 walsmnauAeiunisinauaesesAns §ifludanuda
bless our efforts. .
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After months of planning and preparation, the big day | nasanfinnsunnuazisasnisiunaneiiou JudAryfiunts
came.
5o | They need 50 more pipe sections. Can you move waninsiesniaviadn 50 84 Arudasanlyivdesli luuaiy
them?
All set here. Did you buy more PVC? nlaaiBaufaaudn ananstiaviafiaguiusizadsasy
For the first time, clean fresh water streamed into the dL‘]‘juﬂ‘}/\‘iLL‘iﬂ ﬁﬁq@g@qmi’ﬁim@&iquﬁ@ﬁﬁqmqﬁ’qmufﬂu
community.
Incredible! Tdeannaziiaias
Moses struck a rock in the desert and God gave water | TugaiAanludunsiuans uasnszdmsadsznuin i
to Israel, just as He has to us today. But Christ said, - o o d e e awe e &,
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Come unto me and receive living water, after which 3 . o o
youll never thirst again. NIRFATT . HUNAMIMIIUAZAN. . LT ATTNE199T0R Ay
TuasanunanmeTugiu uazmnazlinszinaaniay”
Preach it! A0S0
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What kind of water is that?

Julutindszinn luudu

Shhhh... I'm trying to listen.
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I have a vision! Our community needs a school, and
an infirmary. We need jobs, and we need healing in the
families. God knows our needs, and He will meet them
when we turn to Him and seek His face.
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Oh that we would!
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By 1988, the school became a reality.
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Come in, children. Please don’t shove.
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The church was now a two-story community
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24 | center/school/church, and part-time medical clinic. 5 - . o oen o
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In one memorable community meeting, the pFanilslunistlszguduilssiula guaudndulanaznlaauie
community decided to change its own name.
VBITNTU
What do you think? AtLAAI aengls
“The Barracks is a dreadful name. We need a new e ﬁ@uﬂufﬁl@ﬁﬂqﬂﬁq A% 191 ﬂq@qgﬁ%@slugj
identity.
I like the name ‘Los Minas.” It has a lot more class. mwﬁ@u%@ Taa Auna” Audaaanansaeas
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Hear! Hear! A1 LA
1t’s decided then. From now on, we are ‘Los Minas.’ atgiuf s unnas saarniill 5Ae “Tagd AuNa”
Who cares what the name is? Iﬂj‘qg@udqﬁu@g%@rjq@gi@
I think it’s important. God often changes the names AR ALY Uaaas neviinnsaasudanuiinszesd
of those whose lives He touched...like Paul. o am L
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It’s a sign that new life was breathed into this dufludynndndinlud Ffunsszunaansoudinlugaeud
community. Y
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I'm encouraged as I walk through the town now. uugAnAnaslau nausEudtun lud il wansaulfang
Many people are replacing their shanties with cement o o o - D e e w4
S TN UATULNUN NN At atian At Juilulpzasuung
homes. That’s a sign of permanence. They want to . v - .
. o aaa aa 1 v
o5 | stay and live. Before, everyone dreamed only of IBIANTUAINIAT NINWNBEINATHTIRDE N NBUNUIU V)N
leaving. ' i
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People are motre friendly. 1 actually feel safe now. Hauslulnsunnau Nu%ﬁﬂdqﬁuﬂ@@mﬁgﬁqg%qiﬂ
When God touches you, you'll never be the same Wenszdnduianu Aruarliflfumilewnudnas dounilses
again. A piece of the Kingdom has taken root here! . o ) Jd
BIUNANTURINTLBA LANEITINAGUAINT
But we must not think that we’ve arrived. The wiafiaaliAnd el deiuunauda anandnIveansresday
Kingdom must grow until it affects every life, every N D . - .
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home. We have so much more to do. My vision is : :
growing. Our vision is growing. WA 1969RUADIINENNNN TiRenNABN U TRsal
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On the front of Jose Octavio’s church is a poster nMuAnuntinAranansresiad aaaniilanae Tlawmesninw
where the pictures of “the vision” that God has placed | . o ne o o - .
. “A0m” Ingzdnlinsald 3 lwinlavesrsandans
in the heart of the church.
It helps them pray and develop their faith. o T Hinanane B g IULAT R AW A NITATBING NN
The Kingdom of God is arriving to the people of Los @qmqrﬁ'ﬂg\sﬂ@q‘wfjgﬁqﬁqgﬁﬂjq;uqﬁqﬁﬂuﬁ‘[@@ PR
27 | Minas.

The story you have just read in this comic book is true,
although some of the details and dialogues were
adapted for clarification.
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This community exists. This church exists. These are
real people, and we have walked the narrow alleys with
them. These were real problems, and they were solved
by the means described in this story. Above all, we
have witnessed the workings of a great and powerful
God who had compassion on this community and
who blessed the work.

The government of the Dominican Republic took note
of the tremendous changes that took place in this
barrio, and asked Jose Octavio and the other leaders of
his church to assist other similar communities in
addressing their needs.

But our purpose in publishing this story is not to
glorify Jose Octavio and the church. They were, plain
and simply, obedient servants of Jesus Christ.

Our purpose is to show you that there is a great God
who is concerned about the needy people and the
injustices of this fallen world. He has the power and
the will to effect tremendous changes through his
servants, if only His servants are willing to submit to
Him in obedience.

Do you have compassion in your heart for the needy?
Do you desire to see God move in His church and in
your community? Be encouraged! God wants to reveal
Himself through His church.

The study materials on the following pages are tools
that can assist your church in teaching followers of
Christ God’s intentions for demonstrating His love in
practical ways, similar to what happened in Los Minas.

For more information to download Bible-based
teaching materials, go to Harvest’s Web site:
www.harvestfoundation.org
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